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The Newh
So far as concerned the active participators in

John Brown's foray, that affair reached its finale
yesterday. About noon Green, Copcland, Cook
and Coppie were hanged at Chaiiestown. The
malefactors deported themselves with calmness
and resolution. An immense throng witnessed
the execution, the particulars of which are
graphically described in another column.
On Thursday evening Cook and Coppie made a
bold attempt to escape. They had succeeded by
patient labor, and with the assistance of an old
knife and a bedscrew, in Bawing off their manacles
and in digging through the wall of the pri¬
son, and making their way into the prison
yard. Nothing now -stood between them and
liberty but a wall about fifteen feet in height
They easily reached the top of this barrier; bat
just at the critical moment, when the heads of the
prisoners appeared above the top of the wall,
the sentinel observed them, and gave the alarm
b.v discharging his musket They were speedily
seized, and proper precautions taken to pre¬
vent any further effort to escape. The body of
Cook was despatched to New York, while that of
Coppie was sent to his friends in Iowa. Some
colored persons in Philadelphia have requested
that the remains of the two black men might be
delivered to them for burial, but we are not ad-
vised as to whether Governor Wise acceded to the J
request
The Senate was not in session yesterday, having

adjourned over till Mondav. In th« HnnM u«..

Sonliaw, ursouui Carolina, and Sims, of Kentucky,
delivered speeches on the relations between the
North and the South, signifying their preference
ror a dissolution of the Union rather than endure
the continued aggressions of the North upon the
constitutional rights of the South. These gentle¬
men having concluded their remarks, the House
proceeded to ballot for Speaker, with the following
result:.
Sherman, republican 00
IV.cock, democrat 80
Gilmer, Southern opposition 86
Scattering.... 9
.No election. On this ballot fourteen republi¬
cans deserted Sherman and voted for Gilmer,
feat the democrats declined to follow their exam¬

ple. Mr. Gilmer here withdrew from the contest,
and nominated Mr. Boteler, of Virginia, a member
of the Southern opposition, and representative of
the Harper's Ferry district Another balloting was
had, which resulted as follows:.
Sherman Ill
Buoock 83
Boteler.... 25
Scattering 0

There being no choice, the House adjourned. The
democratic members held a caucus last night, and
tacitly agreed to stand by their candidate until
Borne new combination can be effected. There
seems now to be little prospect of an organization
nntil after the holidays.
The steamship America, from Liverpool via

Queenstown, arrived at Halifax yesterday. She
brings advices to the 4th instant, three days later
than previous accounts. The news, however, ia
unimportant. The composition of the European
Congress occupied a large share of public atten¬
tion, and Lord Palmcrston was urged as the repre¬
sentative of Great Britain. The French fleet had
demolished two forta of Morocco, at tho mouth of
the river Tetuaa, and had subsequently assumed *
position of neutrality. The Lonfon money market
had undergone no change, and consols on the 3d
instant were quoted at %il a 96j. The Liverpool
cotton market was dull, and a decline of one-eighth
of a penny per pound on all descriptions is reported.
Breadstuflb and provisions were dull.
The Supreme Court in Columbia county has

issued an injunction, by which the sale of the ferry
leases now held by the Union Ferry Company,
which was to take place to-day, has been stopped.
The grounds for this order of the Court are set
forth in a legal document, which may be found on
the second page of to-day's Hckal&
The Board of Police Commissioners held their

regular meeting yesterday afternoon. The resigna¬
tion of officer James G. Finch, ofthe Twenty-first
precinct, was received ang accepted. A resolution
was passed requesting the District Attorney to
proeeed against the poll clerks of the Fourth dis¬
trict, Twenty-second ward, for their alleged mis-
coadaet in the canvass of the votes at the last elec-
¦.n. A communication was received from a largenumber of merchants, asking that a boat's crew be
retained at the Quarantine to enforce the sanitaryregulations. It was referred to the General Super¬intendent with power. In the Bpecial Sessions onThuwday, officers Bowers andWoodward were sen¬tenced to pay a fine of 160 each, for an aggravatedassault and battery upon Jane McCord, keeper of
B house of bad repute.

To-day, at ten o'clock A. M., a meettng will beheld ia the Jewish Synagogue, in Greene Btreet.for
the porpoee of devising measures and procuring aid
for the relief of the unfortunate victim* of the war
between Spain and Morocco. Rev. Dr. Raphall,the rabid, wffl address the meeting.
The foreign aews received yesterday vru considered

More ffcvorable for cotton, and the market here cloned
at an advance of »fe. per lb , especially for middling 14,.
Jtuds, nbMAFtm A U.V-

etnbraced about 2,400 bales, Including 1,300 In transitu.
The new* .(footed the flour market unfavorably, and mm
moo grades of Stat* and Weateru ware 6 cento per bbl.
lower, while the higher qualities wero dull, and sales of
all kinds moderate. Wheat was heavy, with small sale*.
Milwaukee club was at 91 20, and prime white Imliaua
and Michigan at $1 40 a 91 60. Corn was Urin, with
moderate sales. Pork was leas active, and closed at easier

rates. Mess avid at $10 10 and prim? at >U 60. l'lie
sugar market was firm, and closed at an advance of
SjC. per lb., with sales of 1,400 bhds., 216 buses and
10,000 bags Manila, at full prices. Coffee was firm, but
quiet. Freights were Dim, with moderate engagements-

The Union Meeting.la It to be a Failure
or m Triumph 1

Such is the jeopardy into wbieh the social
fabric is brought by the progress* of treason
and revolution.to such a degree is the publio
mind excited by recent events, that alarming
symptoms of riot developed themselves at the
meeting held at the Cooper Institute on Thurs¬
day evening for the ostensible purpose of col¬
lecting money for John Brown's wife and child¬
ren, but more probably for the organization
and arming of another insurrectionary expedi¬
tion to the South. The incendiary language
used on that occasion, inciting to massacre and
revolution, seems to indicate that the latter is
the real object of these meetings. Nothing
prevented a bloody termination to the pro¬
ceedings but the presence of a large force of
police. On the same evening at Philadelphia
a similar meeting was held, and the same

scenes occurred; and there, too, it was only by
the active exertions of the police that a san¬

guinary outbreak was suppressed. And in the
halls of Congress, where there are no police,
the same violent language is heard and the
same excitement prevails. A few days ago al¬
most a riot took place on the floor of the House
of Representatives, where the members are
armed to the teeth. There is no knowing at
what moment a deadly encounter may begin
there; and nothing, in fact, but the good sense

and moderation of some of the members can

prevent a conflict which seems almost irre¬
pressible.
And all this is brought on us by the reckless

demagogues of political factions, which are

working the rapid ruin of the country. At no

period of our history was the nation so pros¬
perous as it is now, and never were such
bright prospects of future glory and pros¬
perity presented to any people's view; but
since the foundation of the republic never was

> the country in such a state of political anarchy
and demoralization as at this moment. A
revolution is making fearful strides, which, if
not speedily arrested, will not only destroy all
our present prosperity, but blight our pros¬
pects forevermore.splitting this mighty con¬

federacy, which now commands the respect of
the world.splitting it into three or perhaps
four geographical sections, each embroiled
with its neighbors in sectional wars, like the
nations of South America. Thus, becoming
the prey of each other, they would soon be
swallowed up one by one by the great Powers
of Europe, which now'envy our greatness, fear
our commercial rivalry, and still more the suc¬
cessful example of our democratic institutions.
To such a fearful catastrophe does the thicken¬
ing plot of red revolution now hasten.

In the midst of this impending crisis,
four or five thousand of the merchants
of New York.the commercial metropo¬
lis of the Union sign a call convening
a meeting at the Academy of Music on

Monday next, to denounce the insurrection
at Harper's Ferry, to reassure the South of the
friendly feeling of the North, and to protest
against all sectionalism and revolutionary ten-
ftartAMka Ta anttA Ami*u i- a-. -At.0 u u

that two ex-President*.Martin Van Buren and
Millard Fillmore, citizens of this State.are in¬
vited to attend. Whether they will come or not
we cannot say. It is a movement of whose
objects, as announced in the call, every good
man must approve. But there are two things
that ought to be guarded against: one is, that
the meeting be not perverted to a totally
different purpose from that which iB intended
by the Biguers; and the other, that the meeting
do not content itself with a mere expression of
sentiment, or the passing of a set of resolutions.
If attention is not paid to these two points, the
great Urion meeting will end in a bottle of
smoke, and all the speeches will be mere

"sound and fury, signifying nothing;'' or, what
is still worse, this great gathering will be used
as an instrument to lift a dirty outcast faction
from the gutter, wash its face, give it a new
suit of clothes, and introduce it to decent
society.

This movement was secretly set on foot by a

desperate clique, known as the Albany Re¬
gency, to retrieve the ground lost in the late
municipal election by their confederates in
Tammany Hall, and to make smooth the way
for their delegation to Charleston, which might
otherwise have a hard road to travel. The ob¬
ject is to bring Seymour out prominently at the
meeting, in order that it may be a sort of pass¬
port to him at the South, and enable him to
elbow other men out of his way at the National
Convention, where they hope to inflict a nomi¬
nation on the country worse than any that has
been ever made.
Now, it is easy to see how the merchants fell

into the trap of signing the call. They signed
it because they felt that it tallied with their
own ideas and that the times demanded it, and
they did not see the real and secret designs of
the movement; but they know it now, or ought
to know it To be forewarned is to be fore¬
armed; and it rests with themselves whether
they are to be sold, or whether they will turn
the occasion to their own account, and render
it profitable to the good cause* Let them look
sharply after the preliminariea
The preliminary arrangements are all cut and

dried for the meeting, and are of such a cha¬
racter that that eminently national democrat,
Judge Bronson, cannot approve of them, as

may be seen by his letter in another column.
It is evident that there is " something rotten in
the state of Denmark'' something dirty in the
proceedings of the Coal Hole dynasty. Let
the merchants, therefore, beware lest they
should be dragged through the mire at
the tail of Tammany Hall and its kindred
clique at Albany, who, a short time ago, played
so dishonest a part in reference to the private
letter of the Governor of Virginia.
The signers ought to attend in fall force, and

take the management of the meeting into their
own hands. Have not the merchants of New
York a better right to the control of a great
Union movement than any number of the
leaders of a rotten old faction? Have they
not greater interests at stake? Why should
not they originate a great conservative move-
mr-nt. and thus defeat the tricks and schemes
*. a :ct ef ;<4Ucal

want to uae the commercial men ofNew York
for their c>\\ n bwie purpose* ? We are greatly
in intaken in the character of these gentlemen
if they will permit their names and themselves
to be placed in the mean position of utensils
for a defeated and degraded faction. Let the
merchants assume the direction of the proceed¬
ings, ai.d not only denounce treason and dis¬
union, but organize a comprehensive course of
action, the first step of which is to nominate a

man of the right stamp fpr the Presi¬
dency on a Union and conservative platform;
not some obscure nobody upon whom the
people cannot rely in the hour of danger, but
a man well known to the whole country and
respected and loved by ail classes. The man
who best answers to this description is General
Scott. Let him, therefore, be nominated on

Monday evening, and an electric effect will be
produced throughout JJie land. The conserva¬
tive elements of the country will then have a

standard bearer around whom they can rally
with enthusiasm, and the revolutionary party
will be overwhelmed with defeat as sure as that
to-morrow's sun will rise.
We hope New York, the centre of political

light to the rest of the Union, will take the ini¬
tiative in this great movement; and that the
merchants of the oity will neither allow their
meeting to be used for the vile purposes of a
faction, nor to pass away as a mere lizzie, but
that they will make it a splendid triumph, the
first of a series ofScott meetings as enthusiastic
and successful as those which carried the
election of old "Tippecanoe" in 1810.
But whether they take any practical action or

| not, we call upon the public throughout the
country to set the ball in motion at once. Let

| meetings be held in every State, and county,
I and town, and let delegates be sent to a con-

| vention to meet in this city to confer the nomi-

I nation on the man most worthy of it, and the
ma* best fitted to save the Union from the
shipwreck to which it is so fast drifting with
wind and tide, upon a lee shore.

The Union Ferrt Leases- The Sale Stop-
ped by Injunction*..It will be seen, by the legal
documents published in another column, that
the sale of the ferry leases, which was to have
taken place to day, has been stopped by injunc¬
tion. The order has been obtained from the
Supreme Court in Columbia county, it not
being considered desirable to make the appli¬
cation to any of the local judges. The bill on
which it has been granted sets forth two points.
The first concedes the claim of New York to
the franchise involved in the ferries, but insists
that they are vested in the Corporation; that
they are a part of the delegated sovereign
power for political and governmental objectB
only, and that consequently the Corporation are
bound to exercise the franchise, not for pur¬
poses of emolument, but for the benefit of the
inhabitants of the two cities and of those who
use the ferries. The second alleges that the
powers of the Corporation being of this charac¬
ter, have always been and still are subject to
legislative control, and that by an act passed in
May, 1845, the Corporation were divested of all
control over the ferries, and the power to grant
licenses to run them vested in three commis¬
sioners.
Whatever validity there may be in tlie^e ar¬

guments, it is a matter for congratulation Hi at
the efforts made to force on a premature
ofthese leases have been defeated. They do no

expire for another sixteen months, and t! 're-
fore the haste that has been manifested in re¬

gard to them has justly afforded ground* for
th« .**-« tue people of Brooklyn were

being unfairly dealt with. That feeling has
not been weakened by the unaccountable
failure of the Committee of Conference, ap¬
pointed by the Board of Aldermen to consider
the matter, to make a report.the more es¬

pecially when they seemed to have arrived at
an agreement with the Brooklyn delegation.
The specific charge of collusion which is made
in the bill seems to be founded on the fact that,
although by the terms of the leases originally
granted of the Catharine and Wall street fer¬
ries, they do not expire until May, 1863, those
leases have been shortened by agreement be¬
tween our corporate authorities and the Union
Company, in order to secure a sale in one lot
of all the ferries at present in their hands.
In connection with this latter arrangement

we may mention that a rumor is prevalent that
an agreement has been recently entered into
between the directors of the Union Company
and the proprietors of the ferries of the Eastern
district, to the effect that as soon as the leases
are obtained by the former, they shall consoli¬
date the whole of them, from Bed Hook to
Greenpoint, in the hands of a single monopoly,
maintaining the passenger fores at a uniform
rate of two cents.
We repeat, therefore, that it is a subject for

felicitation that theBe corrupt compacts have
been for the moment defeated, and that time
will be obtained for the people of Brooklyn to
try by a suit the force of the arguments Bet
forth in their bilL The citizens of New York
are equally interested in the assertion of the
principles involved in those arguments, for the
question is one simply of the expediency of
suffering powerful moneyed corporations to
override by the weight of their influence all
considerations of public policy and con¬
venience.

W. H. Seward Coming.Preparations for
His Reception..We understand that the Hon.
W. H. Seward is expected to arrive at this port
from Europe, perhaps to-morrow, and certain¬
ly within two or three days, and that private
circulars are afloat among the republican man¬
agers involving the necessary instructions for

a grand republican reception in this city, and
for liberal demonstrations and a large con¬
sumption of gunpowder, at every available
point along the Hudson river, and the Central
Railroad all the way up to Auburn. Very well,
bo be it We hope that Mr. Seward, however,
will avail himself of his reception here to de¬
fine his position concerning his " irrepressible
conflict " and Brown and Helper, so that the
Gerrit Smith abolitionists, as well as our more
conservative politicians, may clearly under¬
stand him.
Governor Moroan's MRi.SAOK.--We tinder^stand that Governor Morgan, in his annua

message, will touch the slavery trouble very
gingerly, and especially Brown and Helper.
These two enthusiasts in the common cause
have been a little too fast, and the damages
which they have thus inflicted npon the repub¬
lican party must be repaired as quietly as pos¬
sible. When a party is thus compelled to beg
the question it is in danger of being routed.
Thus the old adage is fulfilled."Too many

Tk* Albmmr mm* Their <m»
dM« tor tlw OkarUitoa OoartatlMb
When It was first given out last summer that

the Albany Regency intended to pack a delega¬
tion to Charleston that would be a unit, it waa
alio reported that their plan of operations at
Charleston comprehended a good deal of beat¬
ing about the bush, aa in 1852, and finally a
bold push for Horatio Seymour, and his nomi¬
nation after the fashion of poor Pierce. Our
readers also know that at the Regency State
Convention of last September a complete dele¬
gation was appointed to Charleston, and of
such materials, and under suoh rules, as to be
a unit in the hands of Dean Rlohmond & Com¬
pany. But it is equally well known that there
was another Democratic State Convention at
Syracuse at the same time with that of the Re¬
gency, and utterly opposed to their plan of
packing for Charleston, and in favor of the
election of delegates by the Congressional dis¬
trict system.
Of this unruly division of the democraoy the

Albany Regency denounced Fernando Wood
aa the alpha and omega; and so, between the
Regency and Tammany Hall, it was resolved
that Wood should be destroyed. Thus ad
mooished, Mr. Wood resolved upon an appeal
to the national and conservative democracy of
this city, in defiance of the Regency and Tam¬
many Hall. Alarmed at this, and aware of his
popularity, poor Tammany was much embar¬
rassed what to do; but finally hit upon
the desperate expedient of nominating for
Mayor Mr. Havemeyer, and for Counsel to the
Corporation Mr. THden.two jjrominont lead¬
ers in the Van Buren Buffalo abolition move¬
ment of 1848. The object ef this tioket was
the conciliation of the black republicans; but,
although one of our black republican organs
was induced to take the field in behalf of this
democratic republican coalition, and although
many republicans supported Havemeyer,
he was handsomely defeated by the indepen¬
dent national democratic candidate, Fernando
Wood.
Thus this attempt of the Regency and Tam¬

many to put this man down and out of the way
.f any further interference with their Charles¬
ton programme, resulted in his elevation to a

very high position of power in the regular na¬
tional democratic camp. And so it was that
the Regency game of working Mr. Seymour
through the Charleston Convention by the ba¬
lance of power of the solid vote of New York
was spoiled. The triumph of Mr. Wood Bettles
the question concerning a contesting NewYork
delegation. Such a delegation will be elected
in the manner indicated, and doubtless it will
be accepted as the legitimate delegation at
Charleston.
The Albany Regency and Tammany Hall

thus having been rebuked by the national de¬
mocracy of this city, upon a tost question,
and thus being driven to their wits' end, have
hit upon the notable device of a grand dis¬
play in our approaching city Union meeting,
in order to cover over the disgrace of their
late defeat and its damaging affiliations with
black republicanism. Hence we find the Tam-
many leaders very conspicuous in this Union
movement; and hence we find Horatio Sey¬
mour designated as the leading orator for this
great occasion. Thus Tammany and the Re¬
gency may suppose that Mr. Seymour, backed
up by the conservative mercantile interests of
New York city, will still be available at
Charleston, notwithstanding the late crushing
vote of our eity democracy against him and his
Presidential mvimMn
We venture to say, however, that the Charles¬

ton game of the Regency and Tammany has
been played out.that the certificates of our
New York merchants will not save them, and
that however eloquently Mr. Seymour may
eulogize "our glorious Union," he will still be
regarded at Charleston as the aspirant of an

unscrupulous clique that does not represent
the wishes of our national democracy. In this
view, this Tammany Union dodge is a regular
political swindle, and as such we denounce it
to the country. But this unscrupulous clique
of political spoilsmen, who sold a private let¬
ter of Governor Wise for twenty dellars, and
then charged that it had been surreptitiously
taken out of their hands, are ready for any
trick to save their bacon.

Anti-Sutert in the Tukatres..We pub¬
lished in yesterday's paper a communication
announcing that the principal persons engaged
in getting up an anti-slavery drama for one of
the city theatres had withdrawn from the es¬
tablishment, having been intimidated by let¬
ters threatening personal violence to them
should they continue to appear on the Btage.

This emeute is nothing more than what might
have been expected by any one who is familiar
with the effect of abolition sentiments upon the
politics, religion and literature of the country.
In less than twenty- five years niggerism has
killed off two great political parties.the whigs
and Know Nothings.and it has divided and
demoralized the democratic party. So much
for the politicians. If we look at the Ameri¬
can church we shall find that the introduction
of the slavery question has already divided the
two most numerous, powerful and wealthy
sects in the country.the Baptists and the
Methodists. We have the Baptist church North
and the Baptist church, the Methodist Book
Concern and the MethodistBook Concern South;
and the most bitter enmity exists between the
Northern and Southern members of the same
sect. The slavery question has likewise been
a bone of contention in the American Tract
Society and various other religious and philan¬
thropic institutions of the day, diminishing
their receipts, lessening their power of
usefulness, and bringing them general¬
ly into public contempt. Latterly we
have seen Doctor Cheever's church, once
among the wealthiest and most fashionable
in the city, losing, through the introduction of
abolition doctrines into its pulpit, the better
part of its congregation, and compelled to
ask eleemosynary aid from British abolitionists.
The same influences have ruined the light lite¬
rature of the North, and killed several maga¬
zines.Putnam's Monthly for one. Everywhere,
so far, the abolition infection has resulted
fatally.
And now we see it in its latest phase, on the

boards of one of the Broadway theatres. The
reeult promises to be the same as usual. Only
a fow days have elapsed since the "Octoroon"
play was produced on the stage, and already
there are dissensions, and quarrels, and indica¬
tions that portend the early dissolution of the
concern. For a brief period the exhibition of
(be almighty nigger on the stage may
attract the attention of the curious theatrc-
gwn i kul iky wUi svvu

some other sensation, and the Winter Garden
theatre will go down, withOheever'a ohurob, the
liethodkt Book Concern, the Baptist church,
and the Traot Society. The Public Administra¬
tor will be called upon to act ia his offioial ca¬

pacity, and seal up the mask of Thalia, the
poison and dagger of Melpomone (now ohanged
to a revolver or a bowie knife), and keep them
in good order for the next customer. And
that will be the fate of all the anti-slavery
theatres, if we are not very much mistaken.

Prospects or New York Merchants Down
South, The traveller on the European Conti¬
nent must have his passport, with its indispen¬
sable via(, and it must pass the inspection of
the police from place to place, before the
bearer can pass. The present fearful crisis of

j the slavery agitation appears to have created,
by a sort of spontaneous combustion, a pass¬
port system in our Southern States, and for the
especial benefit of our New York merchants.
But we find, from an example before us in the
Weekly Hews, published at a place called En¬
terprise, Mississippi, that a Southern passport to
our merchants may paw a good many in the
lump, and that the vis£ of a local newspaper
editor will make it all right. Thus the editor

' of the paper aforesaid gives his vitd to the pass¬
port of over half a dozen New York firms, in
this fashion : "We endorse the above named
gentlemen as being entirely sound on the nig¬
ger question, and conneoted with good and re¬
liable houses." Our Southern newspaper edi¬
tors may thus very often do good service to
the New York merchant; and we are happy to
recognise the friendly endorsement aforesaid
of our Mississippi cotemporary.
The Execution at Charlestown Yester¬

day..The last scene of the Harper's Ferry tra¬
gedy was enacted yesterday at Charlestown,
Va., in accordance with the fiat of the law. The
two free negroes, Green and Copeland, were

hanged at a little after eleven o'clock, and the
white men, Cook and Coppie, at a few minutes
before one in the afternoon, after having made
an unsuccessful effort to escape on the previous
night. The painftil event was witnessed by
about ten thousand persons, exclusive of the
military, but no disturbance whatever took
place. Thus, by the execution of these five
traitors, has the law been vindicated, and trea¬
son against the peace and security of the South
been justly punished.

AFFAIRS IN WASHINGTON.

Southern Opinions of Northern Sentiment on

the Slavery Question.

The Negotiations for the
Speakership.

TWO MORE BALLOTTINGS AND NO CHOICE,

Our Special Washington Despatch.
Wasuixunnr, Doc. 18, 1859.

TBI BFkAKBKSBir.CVRJOCS TACTICS Or TI1K KKPUBUCANS, BO.
The South Americans bold a caucus this morning, and

agreed to cast their entire ballot for Mr. Gilmer, which
was accordingly done. Two ballots were given for Bo¬
lder, and one ballot for George Briggs, of New York.
Their object in changing was to give the democrats an
opportunity to caat their votes for some one of their num¬
ber. The Americans will, it is understood, continue to
change around until they have exhausted their entire
number. This, at loaat. is (hair n> i>ro*r»mnv.

A number of democrats have expressed a willingness to
vote for a moderate American, if thereby they can defeat
Sherman; but it is very questionable whether the en
tire democratic vote can be thrown in that direction. The
object of the caucus now in session is to consider this
question.

Quite a number of republicans are getting very restive,
and would gladly abandon Sherman for either Oorwln, of
Ohio, or Pennington, of New Jersey. The only chance of
electing Sherman is the adoption of the plurality resolu¬
tion. The democrats will not allow its adoption, for some
weeks yet at any rate. This has been positively deter¬
mined upon.
The republicans have performed a coup d'etat to-day

truly startling. This morning the city was rife with ru
mors that the democrats would go over to the Americans
and support Mr. Boteler for Speaker. The report did not
seem to disturb the republicans in the least. About
two o'clock the balloting commenced, and to tho amaze¬
ment of every one except the Initiated, fourteen republl-
Ucans who have voted steadily for Sherman left him and
voted for Gilmer, the owner of one hundred Irrepressible
niggers in North Carolina. Gilmer's vote by this move
has run up to thirty-six, and Sherman's down to ninety-
six. This not only nationalized the republicans at one

leap by voting for a slaveholder, and verified the pledge
of Etheridge, made a day or two since, that Gilmer's vote
could exceed thirty, but it aflbrded the democrats an op¬
portunity to go over and elect a Southern man, an oppo¬
nent of Sherman, who has denounced the Helper book as
an Infamous work, and the Harper's Ferry Insurgents as
traitors and murderers. They could have elected him by
eight majority, and savod the Union, which they have
Insisted for the last two weeks would be dissolved if
Sherman was elected. They declined doing so.

Before a second ballot was taken Mr. Gilmer, with the
smut of a black republican embrace fresh upon him,
thanked his friends, South and North, for the honor'
they had conferred upon him, and withdrew his namo
from the list of candidates, and nominated Mr. Botoler.
Now every one was on tiptoe to witness a verification of
the rumor mentioned above ; but tho democrats seemed
to spurn a man who had just boen voting with black
republicans, and only four.Anderson and Woodson, of
Maryland, and Dejarnette, of Virginia, and Underwood,
of Georgia.voted for him.
The following are the republicans who voted for Gil¬

mer, and whose votes would have clected him had the
democrats united, namely:.Campbell, Hale, Jenkins,
Morris, Schwsrts, Scranton, Morehead, Stevens, Mil-
ward, Wood and Verree, of Pennsylvania, Haskin and
Van Wyck, of New York, and Nixon, of New Jersey.
The most earnest appeals havo been made by demo¬

cratic members to all parties In the House, to sacrifice
their preferences and unite upon some conservative man.
The failure on the part of the democracy to take advan¬
tage or the opportunity presented them to put their
preaching in practice, and prevent Sherman from being
elected, is a subject of surprise to many.
On the second ballot to-day Sherman again recovered

his relative strength, wanting four votes of an election.
Mr. Davis, of Maryland, adhered to Gilmer.
The democrats and Americans aro caucusing to night,

with a hope on the port of some oT each party that a
ticket naming all the officers of the House, with Boteler at
the head, will be agreed upon. Botelor is said to
be the only man In the South American ranks
for whom the democrats can vote, because it is asserted
ho is an old line whig, and was never . Know No¬
thing. If this is true, how came he In tho National Know
Nothing Convention that nominated Fillmore in February,
1866T I am satisfied from a canvass that Northern demo¬
crats will not vote for him. There is hardly one of thorn
who would be here except for the foreign vote in their
several districts, hcnco thoy cannot elect to the Spoaker's
chair a man whose political principles load him to oppress
the foreigner. On tho other side, ll is assorted that lh*re
is not a man In the democratic ranks upon whom tho
Americans would unit*. Mr. Davis, of Indiana, is Dou¬
glas' candidate, and the administration domocrats would
aot vote for him.

I feel safe In asserting that all the antl Ufoompton
democrats and some of tho Americans would voto tor
Sherman, If, by doing so, It would preveut an a4minltj
tratlon man f*osa an election.
There Is good authority for asserting that ths plurality

rule will not be adopted uaf 1 after the holidays, go tho
House will not be organised nutll January, r.nW* am |

vets *\ XU» iVU« Jut Unj

fritter** oftMncets of the plurality rtda * r»ttae»wfc»
were members of Che Thirtyfoertfc Oft** «.«. ***«
under Out rule Mr. Banka wea elected.
The democratic caucus reeulted In adhering It ' Beood^

and refusing to Allow the plurality rule U t, IWala
Twenty members declared Uiat Utey would never n lte for
ono of the Southern opposition. The AmericansM
they have done all that they can do to organize theHk ia»
Humphrey Marshall haa done his utmoat to nnMn i *>.
South Americana with the demooruU.
The republicans are quite elated by the doings- ef Ml 1

democrat to night, and were never more firm for 8kar<%
man.

I hear a report that the Americana wiU vole for loteMr
unUl he withdraws, when they wUl concentrate 0*
Ether idge, and notify the republlcana that they nnnnst
have the plurality rule and moat unite on Mr. FfrhtrMtr
Such a course wUl only put off the organisation te an ln»
terminable period, and the reeponaiblllty will rest wM»
the factious filibusters.

In the meantime, the creditors of the government are
starving or sacrificing their certlloatea for a aong.

PBoaotDiNoa 01 tus ubmoobaiio casovs.
A democratic cauous waa hold at the capital totfgkt.

Mr. Houaton waa chosen Chairman and Messrs. Cox ut
Wright, of Tennessee, Secretaries. Fifty eight members
were present
On motion of Mr. Rvmx, speeches were limited te ive

minutes.
Mr. Bococx expressed his thanks to the demnoraMa

members for their oonfldenoe in him and his wlllingns.
to withdraw If the caucus thought another man could gel
n larger vote.
Mr. Vnuv spoke In thvor of adhering te the nomtna-

tion of Mr. Bocock. He preferred by far an anti-Leooap.

ton man to an American.
Mr. SisrKjfsoa spoke against the plurality rule.
Mr. Jojn» Cochkans waa In favor of the domoorato

maintaining their present position.
Mr. Cox spoke to the same effect for the largest dele¬

gation of the North. He was unwilling to vote for aaf
Know Nothing, m any man supported by them, ualeas
that man should be ¦ democrat. But he was willing at
the proper time to vote for an antl Locompton democrat
when It could be shown he could be elected.

Mr. Mohtgoxwy took a different view, thinking there
might be a union between the national men of the Aase-
ricans and democrats so effected as to crush out aectieaaC-
ism. He thought it dangerous that republicanism should
have the patronage of the Capitol.

Mr. Hajuus, of Va. , made an earnost appeal to gentle¬
men to stand by democratic principles and men. Ha
would not ask Northern democrats to make such a sacri¬
fice as to vote for a South American.
Mr. Gjmxkti interrupted Mr. Harris by stating that

members of the American party had Informed him that
they were as.willing to vote for Mr. Bocock as any other
democrat.
Mr Crjjo, of Missouri, after seme remarks, awved

that a committee of throe be appointed to confer with the
minority of the House on the subjoct of organization.

Mr. Bursktt urged his v*ew of the matter, and opposed
the motion. He inquired who askod to confor welth us
that we should have such a committee. He moved an ad.
herenco to Mr. Bocock.
Mr. HiMDXijr said he never would be transferred by a

caucus to any ono but a democrat
Mr. Dx Jarnkitk explained why he voted to-day for Mr.

Boteler. Ho thought ho had voted for Mr. Bocock as long
as there waa a chance for him.
Mr. Cluobib offered the following resolution, which waa

merely read for information
Resolved, That it is our duty to adhere to the nomina¬

tion heretofore made in caucus until such time as it is de¬
monstrable that some othor person can secure the whole
vote recorded and an additional voto sufficient to elect
him; and, in that event, the committee heretofore ap¬
pointed are hereby authorized to call another meeting for
the purpoee of conferring together on the subject
Mr. Pbyob, after some preliminary remarks, offered

a substitute Mr. Craig's resolution, as follows:.
That the members of this Conference persist in the sup¬

port of the democratic nominee for Speaker until his de¬
clination or a conference of the party Bhall determine
otherwise.

Mr. Yallandigham concurred In what Messrs. Cochrane
and Cox had said, as to the sentiment of the North and
West on the subject of organizing.

Mr. Pryor's proposition was generally acceptable, but
without a vote, Mr. Craig and others previously maldag
speeches in favor of It, the caucus adjourned.

THI SK3fAT> HTASDIJCG COMMITTKKS.
There bids fair to be trouble among democratic Seaa-

tors in regard to the arrangement of the Senate oominlt-
toee. The South have bad for some year* the chairman¬
ship or all the leading committees, Ignoring Western and
Northern rt.moomUc senators. Thoy ask now that soma
of the chairmanships of the leading committees, snob as
Commerce and Poet Ofice, may bo given to the North
and West If their request is refused, they threaten to
denounce the affair in the Senate when the committees
come up for election. An effort is making to put Senator
Douglas at the head of the Committee on Public Lands, as

an offitot for leaving him off the head of the Committee on
Territories, but Uiat will not heal tho wound. There will
b« a sharp debate In the Sonate on the subject. The de¬
mocratic Senators caucus relative to tho matter to¬
morrow.

THS PACIFIC RAILROAD.
Senator Gwin's Pacific Railroad bill is nearly tho same

as the one reported by him last year. It is thought that
there will be a special Joint Committee for the purpose of
considering the bill for a Pacific railroad.

1HS PAT OF TIM IfAVT.
Senator Mallory's bill for the increase of pay of tho

navy is the eame as tho one reported by him last year.

THIRTY-SIXTH CONGRESS.
FIBSr BK88IOK.

House of Representatives.
Washlnotom, Dec. 10, 1869.

On motion of Mr. Nimack, it was resolved that till tho
election of a Speaker, the Clerk of the last Houso be au¬
thorized to exercise the power devolving on the Speaker
for preserving order In the galleries and on tho (loor of
the House for the time being, under the rates of the laat
Bouse; and that the Sergeant-at-Arms, for the like pur-
j>ose, be under the direction of tho Clerk.

Mr. Millson, (dem.) of Vn., in explanation, denied that
he ever said that any man who endorsod Helper's book
was not fit to llvo.

BI'KKOH OF VR. IIO.NBAJC OS TOT. NATIONAL CRISIS.
Mr. Boniiaji, (dem.) of S. C..We are now drawing to

the close of the third week of this eossion, and we bars
not organized this Houso. Tho attention of the whole
country is directed to the procedings of this body, and
the question which the country will naturally ask is,
How is It that this branch of Congress cannot organize
the House and proceed to tho business of tho country?
Gentlemen on the other side may Hatter themselves that
they appear to more advantage before the country than
we here on this side. It is true they have tliq larger num¬
ber, but, nevertheless, the majority of this Houso are un¬
willing to see placed In that cbalr any ondorser of the In¬
famous comrend of the Helper book; and this ma¬

jority are quite satisfied to submit this question
to the tribunals of public opinion as to the
result, and as to who will be held responsible
fop this disorganization. Tho majority are opposed
to tho election of the honorable member from Ohio to the
Speakership of this Houso, as one of tho ondorsers of that
book; and wo feel that wo are Justified in that opposition
In our own eyes, aud.in the eyos of the country, and are
Justified in resisting, by all lawful, constitutional and
honorable means, his (Mr. Sherman's; entering upon that
high position. Tne resolution of the srentleman from Mis¬
souri declares that the member from Ohio, who endorsed
the sentiments contained in that wicked and infamous
pamphlet, was not fit to be tho Speakor of this House. To
that resolution I give my moot unqualified assent. I say
nothing of the gentleman personally, but, spoaklng In a
political sense, 1 fully endorse the sentiment contained in
that resolution. Tho gentleman from North Caroli¬
na submitted a resolution, which contains sontlments
which, however, I cannot endorse. I do not ques-
tion that gentleman's motives, but I say that
his resolution Is calculated to do injury to his
own side of tbe House, and to embarrass them In getting

a vote upon the first reeolu-ion introduced by the gentle¬
man from Mleeourl. Whatever may be the gentleman's
object, the result has been deleterious to the Issue sub¬
mitted to the House. With regard to the compromisesthat have been alleged to have been violated by the South,I say here, and the country will sustain me in saying It,that we committed a vital error when tho compromise or
1860 was accepted by us of tho South. We committed &fatal error wbeo we accepted that portion of it wherebywe destroyed our right to bring tho question of slaveryInto the Legislature, and by which California was admit¬ted into tho confederation, and by which we were de¬
prived ol equal lights In tho territory purchased by the
common blood and the common treasure, lbs
gentleman Irotn North Carolina (Mr. Gilmer) was known
as a democrat up to his vote of yesterday, awt he mayyet elaira to belong to that party; but I think that no
member of this House who shared in the struggles of
18f>8, and who remember how that gontleaian voted for
the admlrsion of Kansas Into the Union, ever looked uponhim as a mombor of the democratic party since that day.He Is the only member of tho House known «s a democrat
who voted for that measure; and 1 toil him the Impressionhis vote made me n tbo public rniud at the time was, thst
bo had gone over to and must belong to tho republlean
party lor ever. But in lea\ ing us ho fired hit Parthean
arrows at us. and among others the plurality rule. The
plurality rnlu he* two Introduced a* a point of the lea»t
i'n|j(n t:u ft , H I .>' VS' I .' i.»en\4?U'.- In tlu* *>f tne
Sr»ti»Uto> vv- . s, MitlK'i jfcvuM ft


